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Mr Peter Hale 
President 
Mount Coot-tha Protection Alliance Inc. 
40 Payne Street 
AUCHENFLOWER QLD 4066 

Dear Mr Hale 

Thank you for your email of 9 February 2020 about comments for the closure and rehabilitation 
of Mt Coot-tha Quarry. The Lord Mayor has referred your enquiry to me as Chair of the Field 
Services Committee to provide a response. 

Firstly, I would like to acknowledge the passion that yourself and the Mount Coot-tha Protection 
Alliance have for the Mount Coot-tha precinct and for the time you have invested into your 
proposal. 

As background, it is worth recalling that the quarry has been in operation since the 19th century 
and remains, to this day, a valuable public asset providing necessary materials to build and 
maintain road infrastructure in our city, with more than 96% of roads in Brisbane built with 
asphalt aggregates from this site. 

The location of Mt Coot-tha Quarry also provides significant strategic benefit to the city, being 
centrally located in Brisbane and in close proximity to Council's main asphalt plant at Eagle 
Farm, only 14 km away. 

Closing the Mt Coot-tha Quarry would lead to trucks having to travel more than two million 
extra kilometres a year in order to transport materials to Council's asphalt plant at Eagle Farm, 
resulting in both significant financial and environmental impacts to Brisbane. The extra 
distance would mean hundreds of thousands more litres of diesel being used up by 
semi-trailers — quadrupling carbon emissions. 

Mt Coot-tha Quarry has a long history of environmental compliance and Council continues to 
operate in accordance with conditions set by the Queensland Government's Department of 
Environment and Science. All environmental compliance monitoring is conducted by 
independent auditors and records are provided to the Department on a regular basis. 

Council has no plans to close the quarry in the near future, with estimated reserves likely to 
see the quarry remain operational for a number of years to come. 
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Once extraction is completed, Council will undertake a complete rehabilitation of the site. We 
will then work together with residents to realise the many exciting possibilities to transform the 
site into a world-class greenspace for future generations to enjoy. I have asked officers to 
ensure your proposal is kept on file to be considered as part of this consultation. 

Council has extensive experience in rehabilitating former quarry sites and there has been a 
longstanding budget for quarry rehabilitation, which currently funds ongoing work to rehabilitate 
Pine Mountain. This is recurrent funding that will be transferred to the rehabilitation of 
Mt Coot-tha Quarry once the rehabilitation of Pine Mountain is complete. 

Thank you for contacting the Lord Mayor. 

Yours sincerely 

Councillor Vicki Howard 
CHAIR 
FIELD SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Ref: LM01117-2020 
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